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1783, alongfides he gave Ler Boo his blefling, withing hinw 
ia: happy atid profperous, which his fon received with great 
refpect.—Secing Captain WiLso0n bufied in giving direcw 
tioris to his people, he ftopt till he found him quite at li- 
berty, and then went up to him and embraced him with: 
great tendernefs, fhewing, by his looks and voice, how much 
he was diftreffed to bid him farewell; he fhook all the 
officers by the hand, in a moft cordial manner; faying, 
. © You are bappy because you are going bome;—I amt bappy to 
«“ find you are bappy—but fill very unbappy myfelf to fee you 
“ soing away.”—Then, affuring our people of his affectionate 
wifhes for their fuccefsful voyage, he went over the fide of 
the veffel into his canoe.—Moft of the Chiefs on board left 
them at the fame time, except Raa Koox, and a few men 
who attended him, who would fee the Enc//p clear of dan- 
ger to the outfide of the reef. As the canoes drew clofe and 
furrounded that of the King, the natives all looked up eager- 
ly, as if to take leave, whilft their countenances communi- 
cated all their benevolent hearts. felt, in, looks more expref- 
five than language. Our countrymen might with truth fay, 
they left a whole people in tears; and fo fenfibly were they 
impreffed themfelves by this interefting fcene, that when 
AsBA THULLE and his train turned back to OnooLonay 
they were hardly able to give them three cheers, and their 
eyes ‘purfued them to catch the lateft look, whilit every man 
5 on 
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on board, with the warmeft emotions of gratitude, felt the 
efficacy of his fervices, which in a great meafure had brought 
about their deliverance—and the ftearlinefs of his friendthip, 
which, though from imaginary alarms at times doubted, 
they had fgund firm and unfhaken wo the latt. 

Having now bid adieu to this good and amiable prince, it 
may not be improper to give an outline of his general cha- 
raéter.—It is more than probable, that the curtain is for ever 
dropped between him and the world!—Ife is entcred into 
his own unnoticed domains, where he and his Anceftry have 
paffed a long fucceffion of ages in oblivious filence, unknow- 
ing and unknown to their cotemporaries inhabiting the reft 
of the globe.—An accident, wholly unexpected, hath given 
us at laft a tranfient fight of thefe people; nor is it likely 
that they will again be fought, or looked after, as they poffefs 
nothing but good fenfe and virtue, and live in a country 
which fupplies no materials that may tempt the avarice of 
mankind to difturb their tranquillity.—If they have not, nor 
yet know the comforts of civilized nations, the advantages of 
arts, or the blandifhments of luxury—they have, in counter- 
poife, been ignorant of the anxieties they awaken, the paf- 
fions which they inftame, and the crimes they give birth to! 
ven in their {tate of native fimplicity, as pictured in the 
foregoing pages, there is, I fhould conceive, fufficient matter 
to intereft, and {till far more to admire. With regard to the 
excellent man, who ruled over thefe fons of Nature, he cér- 
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= aris. tainly, im every part of his conduct, thewed himfelf firm, 
noble, gracious, and benevolent; there was a dignity in 
all his deportment, a gentlenefs in all his manners, and a 
wermth and fenfibility about his heart, that won the love of 
all who approached him.—Nature had beftowed.om him a 
contemplative mind, which he had himfelf improved by 
thofe reflections that good fenfe diated, and obfervation 
confirmed,—His remarks on the affair of the mufquets was 
as pointed, and at the fame time as delicate a reproof as per- 
haps was ever thrown out.—His converfation with Captain 
WILson, refpecting his fon, whilft it faewed an unbounded 
confidence on the part of the King, marked alf the force of 
great fentiment and reafoning; and his rebuke, when re- 
fufing his nephew's folicitation, difcovered a heart tutored in 
the fentiments of refined honour. 

The happinefs of his people feemed to be always in ABBA 
THULLE's thoughts—In order more effectually to ftimulate 
them to ufeful labour, he had himfelf Jearnt all the few arts 
they pofleffed, and was looked on, in fome of them, to be the 
bef workman in his dominions.—His requefting from Cap- 
tain W1L80N the Cdinc/e mat, was only ¢o give his people a 
better pattern than their own to follow ? and, in fending his 
fon to ENGLAND, and in the leng inttructions given him be- 
fore his depattute, he had not, nor could have, any other 
objet in view, bat that of benefitting his fubjects by the 
&stane improvements he would bring back to his eownerty’s 
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idezs, which the intercourfe he had had with the Engh 
muft have folely excited.—In fhort, had his Jot been thrown 
to rule over a great nation, connected with mankind, one is 
at liberty to conjecture, that his talents and natural difpofitien 
might have made him the PETER of the fouthern world! 

Placed as he was by Providence in its obfcurer fcenes, he 
lived beloved by his Cdiefs, and revered by his people; over 
whom, whilft he preferved a dignity that diftinguifhed his 
fuperior ftation, he reigned more as the father than the fo- 
vereign.—The eyes of his fubjeéts beheld their naked prince 
with as much awe and refpect, as thofe are viewed who 
govern polithed nations, and are decorated with all the daz- 
zling parade and ornaments of royalty; nor was the purple 
Tobe, or the {plendid diadem neceffary to point out a cha- 
racter, which the mafterly hand of Nature had rendered fo 
perfec ! 

Having pafled the reef, and being clear of prefent dan- 
ger, every one would have been in great {pirits, had not 
the pain of quitting thefe friendly people overfhadowed 
their joy.—Raa Koox remained very penfive, and fuffered 
the veiit] to proceed 2 confiderable way from the reef before 
he recollected himfelf, and furamoned his canoes to retum 
dacki-—As this Chief had been their firft and truly valuable 
friend, they.prefented him with a brace of piftols, and a car- 
‘tduch~box loaded with the proper cartridges —-The pinnace 
being sow at the fide of the veffel, the Captain and officers 
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were prepared to take leave of the General; but, when the 


‘moment of feparation arrived, he was fo affected, that he was 


at firft unable to fpeak ; he took them cordially by the hand, 
and pointing with the other to his heart, faid, it was there 
be fet the pain of bidding them farewell; nor were there 
any on board asvho faw his departure without fharing nearly 
the fume diftrefs.—He addrefled Lez Boo by his name, 
and {poke a few words to him; but, heing unable to pro- 
ceed, he went into the boat, when, immediately quitting the 
rope, he gave our people a laft affectionate look,— then 
dropped aftern. 

This excellent man appeared to be fomewhat upwards 
of forty years of age, was of a middling ftature, rather in- 
Glinable to be corpulent; he had great expreffion of fen~ 
ifbilty in his countenance, tempered with much good- 
nature. His character was firm and determined, yet full of 
humanity ; in whatever he undertook he was fteady and 
perfevering ; he delivered his orders to the people with the 
utmoft lenity, but would be obeyed; and they, on every oc- 
cafion, feemed to ferve him with ardour and alacrity, as if 
mingling affection with duty. The reader muft have ob- 
ferved, that from his firft interview with our people, he had 
fhewn an attachment to them, which was never after lef- 
fened or cooled. He was not of fo ferious a caft as the King, 
nor had be that turn for humour and mimickry which Agra 
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KooxeEr fo ftrongly poffeffed; but he had abundant good- 
humour, was always pleafant and lively, and well-difpofed to 
laughter, when it was occefionally excited. He had an eager 
fpirit of inquiry, and a defire to examine the caufes and rea- 
fons of every effect which he faw produced, and was wonder- 
fully quick in comprehending whatever was defcribed to him; 
his mind was ftrong and a¢tive, his behaviour manly and cour- 
teous, and accompanied with fonice a fenfe of honour, that he 
felt it wounded whenever any of the natives had, by thcir lit- 
tle trifling thefts, violated, as he judged, the laws of hofpita- 
lity, which he held moft facred, and always difcovered an 
impatience till he could make them reftore what they had 
taken away. This he carried fo far as even to fhew his 
difpleafure at the Cu1EF minifer, for requefting a cutlafs of 
Captain WILSON (at the firft interview) thinking it a breach 
of this virtue, to folicit a favour of thofe who were fo fitu- 
ated, as not to be at liberty to refufe the requeft, though the 
granting it might be inconvenient. He was much zmufed 
by the peculiar manner of the Chime/e, and their way of 
talking; would frequently fit down to pick oakum with 
them, on purpofe to fee more of them, without feeming to 
intrude. Gur people were probably partly indebted to his 
good offices for the fteady friendfhip the King had for them; 
at leaft, on their firft coming, he certainly interefted his bro- 
ther in their favour. He beheld all duplicity with indigna- 
tion, and publicly, before the King, fhewed his contempt of 
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SooGLk, the Malay, who had dared to throw ont infinus- 
tions prejudicial to the Engi/> He was communicative to 
our people on every occafion, and at all times willing to 
explain any thing to them; and, had they always had the 
linguift at their elbow, or a language in which they could 
have more eafily converfed with him, many things might 
have been cleared up, which muft now remain undeter- 
mined.—With all thefe excellent qualities, he appeared in his 
domeftic charaéter equally refpectable; as the reader will re- 
collect, who has had a view of his pleafant deportment in 
his own family, and has feen him in all the filent majefty of 
grief attending the obfequies of a valiant fon who had been 
fain in fighting for his coyntey.+-Teall thefe circumftances 
I muft addy that the concern he difcovered in taking leaye 
of his nephew, and our countrymen, evidently proved there 
‘was no {mall portion of fenfibility lodged about his heart. 

Whilft I am ¢lofing this laf remark on the character of 
Raa Kook, I cannot avoid making a general obfervation on 
the people of PELEw, who, though they appeared to be 
Philofaphers in adverfity, Stoics in pain, aad Hexoes in death, 
yet in many of the more delicate feelings of the human 
breaft, they pofitfied alt the amiable tendernefs of 4 wor 
man? 


CHAPTER 
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The Englith, in the OROOLONG, quit the PELEW [fands.—2in 
Account of their Pafage from thence to Macao.—Their 
Arrival there—They difpofe of their Veffel, and proceed to 
Canton, where tbey embark for ENGLAND. 


UR countrymen being now in a fair way of getting to 

Carina, after parting with their humane friends of 
Pz.Ew, hauled wp. along the back of the reef, N. W. by N. 
having the end of the outer breakers on their lee-beam.— 
At noon the ifland of OrooLone bore S. E. by E. # E. diftant 
about four leagues, from whence they took their departure ; 
its latitude being 7° r9’ north, and longitude 134° 40’ eaft of 
GREENWICH. ; 

The two firft days after leaving the PeLzw iflands, our 
people had tolerable weather, with light fquails and rain, the 
wind variable from E. to S. E. with which they fteered to 
the northward.— LEE Boo, the firft night he flept on board, 
ordered: Boy am, his fervant (who was one of the two Ma/ays 
from PELELEW) to bring his mat upon deck ; a warmer co- 
vering was prepared for him, to defend him from the coldi— 
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1783. He was the next morning much furprized at not feeing land. 
se ae —Captain W1Lson nowclothed him in a fhirt, waiftcoat, anda 
pair of trowftrs ; he appeared to feel himfelf uneafy in wear- 
ing the two firit articles, and foon took them off and folded 
them up, ufing them only as a pillow ; but, being impreffed 
with an idea of the indelicacy of having no clothing, he ne- 
ver appeared without his trowfers; and as the veffel, pro- 
ceeding northward, advagced into a climate gradually grow- 
ing colder, hein a little time felt lefs inconvenience in putting 
on again his jacket and fhirt; to which, when he had been a 
little time accuftomed, his new-taught fenfe of propriety was 
do great, that he would never change his drefs, or any part of 
it, in the prefence of another perfon, always retiring for that 
purpofe to fome dark corner where no one could fee him.—= 
The motion of the veffel at firft made him very fea-fick, and 
obliged him frequently to lie down; this ficknefs by degrees 
abating, he had one of the apples given him which had been 
brought from PELEW; he expreffed a doubt about eating it; 
Dut, being told it was the Captain’s defire, and that ABBA 
THULLE had fent them for him, he obferved to Boyam, that 
he was much indulged, none but a few great people having 
his father’s permiffion to eat of this fruit +. 
This young man was remarkably clean in his perfon, 
wafhing himfelf feveral times a day; and as foon as he was 


© This remark of Lex Boo’s agrees with the King’s telling Captain Witson, 
when he gave him thofe apples, that they were a great rarity. 
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perfectly recovered from his fea-ficknefS he appeared to be 
eafy and contented. The latitude, on the fourteenth at noon, 
was 9° 38 north by obfervation.—The day following was 
cloudy but good weather, with a fwell from the N. E.—They 
faw a few fea-birds and flying-fith ; and, having an obferva- 
tion at noon, found they were in latitude 10" 45 north; the 
weather continued moderate, though cloudy, and their litle 
veffel (excepting afmall leak) was found in every refpect equal 
to their hopes.—They had this forenoon prayers read upon 
deck, all our people having, in this happy deliverance, too 
ftrong a recollection of the mercies of Providence not to offer 
them publicly, with hearts full of gratitude. The lati- 
tude at noon was 12° 1’ north.—Lrr Boo was now fo well 
recovered as to eat a flying-fith that was caught upon 
deck, and fome yam, having till this time eat very little. 
—He this afternoon told Boyam, that be was fenjible bis 
father and family had been very unbappy from knowing that 
he bad been fick. 

The weather continuing fair, with the wind from the 
WN. E. and eaft, they endeavoured this, morning to make 
more room, by re-ftowing their provifion and ftores; in 
doing which they difcovered that the leak was under the 
end of one of the floor-timbers: it was propofed to cut 
it away, in order to come at and {top it from within, but 
on more mature confideration this was thought to be too 
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dangerous an attempt, as it might occafion the ftarting 
of a plank, which would expofe the veffel to the almof 
certainty of finking; the idea was therefore immediately 
given up, as the water made was eafily cleared by two 
men at the pump.—The latitude at noon, by obfervation, 
was 13° 19’ north.—In the night they had ftrong fqualls, va- 
riable to the northward, with rain, and at times had very 
hot puffs of wind, as if from land; they kept under an eafy 
fail and a good Jook-out until day-light, but faw no appear+ 
ance of land; the weather being very unfettled, with fqualls 
and rain, and the wind varying at times to the eaftward, 
fouthward, and S. W. with lightning and dark clouds..On 
the twenty-firft they found, by obfervation, their latitude to 
be 17° 47° north, and the next day were in 18° 29' north: 
the weather continuing very unfettled, with frequent fqualls, 
the wind remaining in the E. and S. E. quarters until the 
twenty-third, when it veered round to the N. E. with rain, 
till the next morning, the weather becoming then moderate 
and fair; the latitude at noon was 20° 43’ north, by ob- 
fervation ; in the night they had fome light fqualls, and 
kept a good look-out for the land.—in the morning, about 
three o’clock, having great ripplings in the water, they 
hauled up to the northward till day-light, when they faw 
the BasHee iftands bearing W.N. W. diftano about three 
leagues. This circumftance much pleafed Lez Boo. He was 
eager to learn their names, which being told him repeatedly, 
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until he could pronounce them; he took a piece of line, 
which he had brought with him for the purpofe of making 
remarks, and tied a knot thereon, as a remembrance of the 
circumftance.—At feven o’clock the wind changing to the 
northward, they bore away through a paffage between the 
iflands, and at noon were in the Cuina fea, their latitude 
ar’ 5’ north, by obfervation; they had now fair weather with 
{mooth water, and by four o'clock in the afternoon had loft 
fight of the Base iflands. 

The next morning about nine o’clock they faw land upon 
their quarter, bearing from N. E. ¢ N. to E. N.E. being part 
of the ifland of Formosa; at noon their latitude was 21° 
49' north. The fair weather continued next day, but with 
a fwell from the northward, which wet them a little; their 
Jatitude at noon being a2° 17’ north. The wind increafing in 
the afternoon to a freth gale, they now felt a material change 
ta cold, of which they were the more fenfible from the hot 
weather they had before experienced. The next morning 
they faw feveral Chinefe fifhing-boats, and a fmall China 
junk*, At eight o'clock they faw laud, being a fmall hill, 
bearing N, by W.; at noon they were in latitude 22° 20’ 
north. The wind blowing brifkly, at one o'clock in the morn- 
ing they got foundings at twenty-five fathom, foft ground ; 


© Funk ia the name given by Europsans to the Chine/e-built vellels employed in their 
home or coating trades fome of them are very large, and trade te BaTaysa and 
Manacca. 
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they kept founding during the night, and at feven‘o’clock 
in the morning they faw the land, bearing from N. by E. to 
W. S. W.: they ftood in amongft the iflands, as the wind 
would permit, and at noon were in Jatitude 22° 8’ north, 
the high land called the AssEs Ears then bearing S. S. W. 
They ftcered to the weftward amongft the iflands until fix 
o'dlock in the evening, when they anchored in ten fathom 
water, a foft clay bottom, amongft fome fimall Chine/e veffels. 
—Lee Boo appeared quite delighted at the fight of land, 
and the number of boats on the water. 

The next morning Captain WILsoNn procured a pilot to 
conduét their veffel between the iflands to Macao; and 
when they came in fight of it, an Englifs jack was hoifted 
at the maft-head, which being feen by the officers of the 
Portugucfe fhips at anchor in the TyPa, they immediately 
fent their boats to meet our people, bringing with them 
fruit and provifions, as alfo men to affift them, judging, 
from the fize of their little veffcl, that they muft be part 
of fome Engi fhip’s crew that had been wrecked; and 
one of the officers was fo obliging as to wait with his boat 
to take the Captain on fhore to the Governor; who, being 
at that time engaged on particular bufinefs, defired to be 
excufed from feeing the Captain, byt acquainted him, by 
the officer on duty, that they were welcome to the port of 
Macao. This gentleman informed Captain W1Lson, that 
the Honourable Company's /upracargocs were all up at 
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CanTOoN, and that there was no Ev9//h gentleman the 1 at 
Macao, but Mr. M‘INTYRE, to whom Captain Wii jon 
immediately went on taking leave of this officer, havin, 
when before at MAcAo, in the ANTFLOPE, received many 
teftimonies of this gentleman’s fricndfhip; who, when he 
heard of Captain WiLson’s misfortunes, with his wonted 
humanity and attention ordered provifions to be fent on board 
the veffel to the officers and people, and fuch other neccfla- 
ries as they might ftand in need of; whilft the Captain wrote 
to the Company's /upra-cargoes, to acquaint them with the 
fate of the ANTELOPE, as alfo of his arrival and fituation; 
which letters Mr. MUnryRe immediately forwarded to 
Can'ron.—They now learnt that Peace was cftablifhied in 
Evrops, and that there were a number of Ex//f and other 
Ships at WHAmpoa; that fome of the Company's fhips were 
loaded and ready to fail, which was moft welcome intelli- 
gence.—Before Captain WiLson went on fhore, Lie Boo, 
on feeing the large Portugue/e fhips at anchor in the ‘Typa, 
appeared to be greatly aftonifhed, exclaiming, as he looked 
at them, Clow, clow, uc clow! that is, Large, large, very 
Jarge! Ue gave our people an caily opportunity of {ceing 
the natural benevolence of his mind; for fume of the Céi- 
nefe boats, that are rowed by poor Tartar women, with their 
little children tied to their backs (and who live in families 
on the water) furrounded the veffcl, to petition for frag- 
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ments of viétuals—the young Prince, on noticing their fup- 
plications, gave them oranges, and fuch other things as he 
had, being particulurly attentive to offer them thofe things 
which he belt uked himfelf. 

‘The next morning Mr. MINtyRE, with a Portdgue/e gen- 
thman of Macao, accompanied the Captain on board the 
ORoOLONG, taking with them all kinds of refrefhments and 
provifions ready dreffed. In the evening they took Lee 
Boo and all the officers on fhore, except the Chief Mate, 
who remained with the people to take care of the veffel, till 
they fhould receive orders fram the Company's /upra-car- 
gues." 

The Portugueje gentleman, who paid Captain W1Lson 
this vifit, cxpreffed much pleafure in feeing the PrLew 
Prince, and on going on fhore, requefted that the New Man 
(as he callcd Lex Boo) might be permitted to vifit his fa- 
mily.—This being the firft houfe our young traveller had 
ever feen, he was apparently loft in filent admiration ; what 
ftruck moft his imagination at firft, was, the upright walls 
and the flat ceilings of the rooms; he feemed as if puz- 
zling himfulf to comprehend how they could be formed; 
and the decorations of the rooms were alfo no fmall fubject 
of aftonifhment. When he was introduced to the ladies of 
the family, his depottment 'was fo eafy and polite, that it 
was exceeded only by his abundant good-nature ; fo far frdm 
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being embarraffud, he permitted the company to examine 
his hands, which were tatooed, and appeared pleafed with 
the attention fhewn him. When he retired with Captain 
WILSON, his behaviour left on th’ mind of every one pre- 
fent the impreffion, that however preat the furprize might 
be, which the feenes of a new workl had awakened in him, 
it could hardly be exceeded by that which his own amiable 
manners and native polif would cxcite in others. 

Macao being the firft land our people had fet foot on fince 
they left the PELEW iflands, they congratulated one another 
very cordially, Lex Boo feeming to join in the congratulation 
as warmly as any one. Mr. M‘Inryre conducted them to 
his own houfe, where they were introduced into a large hall 
lightedaip, witli a table in the middle covered for fupper, and 
a fideboard handfomely decorated.—Here a new fcene burft 
at once on LEE Boo’s mind, he was all cye, all admiration. 
The veffels of glafs appeared to be the objects which riveted 
moft his attention —Mr. Mdntyre fhewed him whatever 
he conceived would amufe him; but every thing that fur- 
rounded him was attraéting—his eye was like his mind, 
lot and bewildercd.—It was in truth to him a feene of ma- 
gic, a fairy tale—Amongft the things that folicited his 
notice, was a large mirror at the upper end of the hall, 
which reflected almoft his whole perfon, Here LEE Boo 
ftood in perfect amazement at fecing himfelf ;—he laughed 
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—he drew back, and returned to look again, quite ab- 
forbed.in wonder.—He made an effort to look behind, as if 
conceiving fomebody was there, but found the glafs fixed 
clofe to the wall. Mr. MAINTYRE, obferving the idea that 
had croffed him, ordered a {mall glafs to be brought into the 
room, wherein having viewed his face, he looked behind, 
to difcover the perfon who looked at him; totally unable to 
make out how all this was produced. 

Nor did LEE Boo’s furprize at feeing himfelf in the mir- 
ror, much exceed that of each of our own people, though 
the caufe was different, not one of them having ever got 
a glimpfe of their own face from the time of the wreck, 
each having only noticed the hollow-eyed and lank look of 
his companions; but when they now ftaod before the mir~ 
ror, every one individually perceived that hard labour, hard 
living, fpare diet, and anxiety of mind, had wrought a 
change in every countenance far greater than they could 
have imagined. , 

After paffing an evening, which had been rendered 
pleafant and chearful from the hofpitality of their hott, 
and the fimplicity of Lze Boo, our people retired for the 
night : whether Lee Boo paffed it in fleep, or in refleci- 
ing on the occurrences of the day, is uncertain; but it is 
more than probable they were the next morning recollected 
by him ia that. giinfufed manner in which we recall the traces 
of a dream. 
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The fucceeding day he had more Jeifure to examine the 
houfe in which they had flept; the upright walls and flat 
cielings ftill continued to be the objeéts of his furprize; he 
was perpetually feeling the firft, as if he thought he could 
thereby gain an idea of their conftruétion; but the latter 
feeming felf-fupported, was beyond what his mind could at 
that time comprehend. 

. As our people were too numerous to remain with Mr. 
M‘INTYRE, without trefpaffing on him, Captain W1Lson 
requéfted his affiftance to form an eftablifhment of their 
own; in which he complied, by accommodating them with 
a houfe belonging to an Exgli/p gentleman then at CANTON ; 
and, having provided them with fervants and neceffaries for 
their table, theyifent for the crew of the OrooLonG on 
fhore, leaving only one officer and a few men on board, who 
were alternately relieved. ; 

Soon after our people came on fhore, fome of them 
went'to purchafe fuch things as they were in want of, in 
doing which they did not forget Lez Boo, who was a fa- 


-vourite with them all; they bought him fome little trinkets,. 


which they thought would from their novelty pleafe him.— 
Amongft them was a ftring of large glafs beads, the firft 
fight ‘of which almoft threw him into an ecftafy ; he hugged 
them with a tranfport that could not be exceeded by the in- 
terefted poffeffor of a-ftring of pearls of equal magnitude.— 
His imagination told him he had in his hands all the wealth 
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\the world could afford him. —ite ran with eagernefs to Cap- 
tain WiLson, to fhew him his riches, and, enraptured with 
the idea that his family fhould fhare them with him, he,.in 
the utmoft agitation, intresicd Captain Witson would im- 
mediately get him a Cdinc/e veffel, to carry his treafures to 
PrLEw, and deliver them to the King, that he might dif- 
tribute them as he thought beft, and thereby fee what a 
country the Evg/i/b had conveyed him to; adding, that 
the people who carricd them fhould tell the King, that 
Lux Boo would foon fend him other prefents. He alfo 
told Captain WILsoN, that if the people faithfully exe- 
cuted their charge, he would (independant of what ABBA 
THULLE would give them) prefent them at their return 
with onc or two beads, as a reward for their fidelity.— 
Happy ftate of fimplicity and innocence, whofe pleafures 
can be purchafed on fuch eafy terms, and whofe felicity 
arifes from an ignorance of thofe objects which difquiet the 
human race, and agitate their paffions! But one grieves to 
think this fentiment cannot be indulged, without reflecting 
how foon a knowledge. of the world deftroys the illufion of 

this enviable enchantment ! 3 
In a few days Captain Wi1zson received letters from the 
JSupra-cargoes, exprefling their concern for his misfortunes, 
and the fatisfaction they received in his fafe return, with 
his thip’s,company, after {9 many perils ; accompanying the 
letters with a variety of neceffaries, and warm Clothes, and 
5 advifing 
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advifing the difpofal of the veffél and ftores, as the Chinc/e 
government would not admit of her coming up to Wit \M- 
PoA, without paying duty and port charges to a confidcrable 
amount. 

Mr. M4nryre alto received letters, defiring him to fur- 
nifh them with moncy, and every thing elfe they might be 
in want of.—They alfo received congratulatory letters from 
their particular friends, on their arrival at MAC Ao, aiter the 
hardfhips they had fuftained; and thefe were accompanicd 
by other letters from the commanders of feveral of the Com- 
pany’s fhips, kindly offering to accommodate them with a 
paffage to ENGLAND.—And it would be an injuttice to the 
gratitude and feelings of Captain WILson and his officers, 
fhould the recorder of thefe events omit to mention the 
kind treatment they experienced from the Company’s /upra- 
cargoes; from feveral Portyguc/fe gentlemen, inhabitants of 
Macao; and alfo from the Commodore of their fhins, who 
being almoft ready to fail for Europe, offered Captain W1L- 
SON, with many kind expreffions, a paflage in his flup, for 
himfelf, and fuch other perfons as he might wifh to take 
with him. 

Whilft Lez Boo remained at Macao, he had frequent 
opportunities of feeing people of different nations ; and alfo 
was fhewn three Eng/i/ women, who having loft their hu 
bands in INp1A, had been fent from Mapras thither, and 
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were waiting there to return to Euros, to whom the #ew 
gnan, as he was called, gave the preference to any other 
of the fair fex he had feen.—This early decifion made in 
favour of our country-women, and made by one who could 
feel no prejudices, but judged by his eye—had this amiable 
vouth lived to have been much known in ENGLAND, muft 
have infured him the countenance and favour of all the 
ladies. 

Having no quadrupeds at PELEw, the two dogs left there 
were the only kind he had feen; therefore the fheep, goats, 
and other cattle which he met with whilft at Macao, were 
viewed with wonder. The Newfoundland dog, which had 
been given to his uncle ARRA Kooxer, being called SarLor, 
he applied the word SaILor to every animal that had four 
legs.—Seeing fome horfes in a ftable, he called them Chow 
SAiLoR, that is, Great Sailor; but the next day feeing a 
man pafs the houfe on horfeback, he was himfelf fo won- 
derfully aftonifhed, that he wanted every one to go and fee 
the ftrange fight. He went afterwards to the ftables where 
the horfes were; he felt, he ftroaked them, and was in- 
quifitive to know what their food was, having found, by 
offering them fome oranges he had in his pocket, that 
they would not eat them. He was eafily perfuaded to get 
on one of their backs; and when he was jnformed what a 
noble, docile, and ufeful animal it was, he with much 
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earneftnefs befought the Captain to get one fent to his uncle 
‘Raa Koox, to whom he faid he was fure it would be of 
great fervice. 

They were now waiting for a permit and boats to take 
them to Canton, when Captain CHURCHILL, of the WAL- 
POLE, having made his paffage to CH1NA againft the ‘Mon- 
Joon, arriving at Macao at this time, was fo obliging as to 
accommodate them with a paflage up to WHAMPoa; only 
Mr. BENGER, with five or fix of the men, remaining at Ma- 
cAo with the ORooLONG, till fhe fhould be difpofed of. 

During the time Lez Boo was in the WaLPoue, he 
had fufficient matter to keep all his faculties awake; the 
furniture, tables, chairs, lamps, and the upright bulk-heads, 
with the deck over head, were all furprifing; after his eye 
had in filence run over thefe objects, he whifpered to 
Captain WiLson, that Clow Ship was Houfe. It is more 
than probable that nothing on board the Waxro_e ef- 
caped his notice, as it was evident nothing on fhore did. 
—At Canton, the number of houfes, the variety of 
fhops, and the multitude of artificers, induced him to 
fay, there was a Tackalby for every thing.—Being at the 
Company’s table, at the factory, the veffels of glafs, of 
various fhapes and fizes, particularly the glafs chande- 
liers, attracted his notice —When, on looking round, he 
furveyed* the number of attendants ftanding behind the 
gentlemen’s chairs, he obferved to Captain. WiLson, that 
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the King, his father, liyed in a manner very different, hay= 
ing only a Httle fifh, a yam, or a cocoa-nut, which he eat 
from offa leaf, and drank out of the fhell of the nut; and 
whe his meal was finifhed, wiped his mouth and his fingers 
with a bit of cocoa-nut hufk ; whereas the company prefent 
eat a bit of one thing, and then a bit of another, the fervants. 
always fupplying them with a different plate, and different 
forts of veffels to drink out of.—He feemved from the firft to 
relith tea; coffee he difliked the fmell of, and therefore re+ 
fufed it, at the fame time telling Captain WiLson be would 
drink it if be ordered bim.—On their arrival at MACAO, one of 
the feamen being much intoxicated, Laz Boo expreffed great 
concern, thinking hitn very ill, and applied to Mr, SHane, 
the furgeon, to go and fee him being told nothing material 
ailed him, that it was only the effect of a liquor, that common. 
people were apt toe indulge in, and that he would foon be 
well, he appeared fatisfied ; but would never after even tafte 
{pirits, if any were offered him, faying, tt was mot drink fit 
Sor gentlemen.—As to his eating and drinking, he was in 
both temperate to a degree, 

‘After they had been about five or fix days at CANTON, 
Mr. BENGER, and the men who remained with him at Ma- 
CAO, accampanied by Mr. Mtinrrax, catne wp in one of the: 
countty-boats to Canton.-The window where Ler Bow 
was then at breakfaft looked towards the water; thé: moment 
he got a diftant view of them, without fying a wort re the 
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Captain, or.other perfon, he fprang from his feat, and was 
at ,the edge.of the river before the boat reached the thore ; 
he received'them with fuch joy and eagernefs, and fhook 
their hands with fuch expreffions of affeGtion, as won their 
warmeft regard; he feemed impatient till he could get them 
into the houfe, fearing that by ftaying behind they had not 
fared fo well as himfelf. 

When our people went onboard the WaLro.e, Mr. 
Manryre had kindly undertaken to manage the bufinefs of 
difpofing of the OncoLone; fhe was accordingly put up to 
auétion, and fold for feven hundred Spani/i dollars.—It ha- 
ving been judged that the two time-picces which they had 
in her would fetch more money at CANron, they were 
brought up there for fale, a® were alfo the furgeon’s inftru- 
ments, the latter being intended as a prefent to Mr. SHARP; 
but the carpenter’s mate objecting to relinquith his {hare in 
them, in confequence of his tools having been difpofed of, 
Mr. SHARP declined the offer; they were therefore put up 
to fale at CANTON, with the’ time-picces, and bought by 
Captain WiLson, who prefented them to Mr. SHARP, as 
an acknowledgment for his attention to, and care of, the 
fhip’s company, of whom not a fingic man had died, or been 
unable to do duty for any length of time, fince their leav- 
ing ENGLAND. 

Whit at Canton, feveral gentlemen, who had been at 
MapaGaecar, and other places, where the throwing of the 
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{pear is practifed, and who themfelves were in fome degree 
{killed in the art, having expreffed a with to fee LEE Boo per- 
form this exercife ; they affembled at the hall of the factory 
for that purpofe.—Lzz Boowid not at firft point his {pear to 
any particular object, but only fhook and poifed it, as is ufu- 
ally done before the weapon is thrown from the hand; this 
they were alfo able to do: but propofing to aim at fome parti- 
cular point, they fixed this point tobe a gauze cage which hung 
up in the hall, and which had a bird painted in the middle; 
Lex Boo took up his {pear with great apparent indifference, 
and,, levelling at the little bird, ftruck it through the head, 
aftonifhing all his competitors, who, at the great diftance from 
whence they flung, with much difficulty even hit the cage. 

He was greatly pleafed with the ftone buildings and fpa- 
cious rooms in the houfes at CanTON ; but the flat ceilings 
ftill continued to excite his wonder; he often Compared 
them with the floping thatched roofs at PELEw, and faid, 
by the time he went back he fhould have learnt how it was 
done, and would then tell the people sere in what manner 
they ought to build.—The benefitting his country by what- 
ever he faw, feemed to be the point to which all his obfer- 
vations were directed. 

Being at the houfe of Mr. Freeman, one of the /upra- 
cargoes, amongtt the things brought in for tea was a fugar~ 
dif of blue glafs, which much ftruck LEE Boo’s fancy. 
The joy with which he viewed it, induced that gentleman, 
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after tea, to carry him into another room, where there were 
two barrels of the fame kind of blue glafs (which held about 
two quarts each) placed on brackets: his eye was again 
caught by the fame alluring cofour, he looked at them ea- 
gerly, thep went away, and returued to them with new de~ 
light: the gentleman obferving the pleafure they gave him, 
told him he would make Him a prefent of them, and that 
he fhould carry them to PELEw; this threw him into fuch 
a tranfport of joy he could hardly contain himfelf; he de- 
claredthem to be a great treafure, and that when he return- 
ed, his father, ABBA THULLE, fhould have them: he wifhed 
his relations at PELEW: could but fee them, as he was fure 
they would be loft in aftonifhment. 

As there were fome of the Company’s fhips that were 
foon to fail for ENGLAND, Captain W-1Ls0N declined two ad+ 
vantageous offers of the command of country fhips, think- 
ing it his duty to embrace the earlieft ‘opportunity of ac- 
quainting, in perfon, the Inp1A Company with the fate of 
the ANTELOPE, and the particular circumftances attending 
it. 

It ftill remained for him to lay before the companions of 
his adverfe fortune, a ftatement of the different fales, and 
Give to every man an equal fhare of what they had produced ; 
which being fettled, Captain W1LsoN acquainted his officers 
and men, that they were now-at liberty to provide for them~- 
felves as opportunity fhould offer, at the fame time recon 
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mending tothem all, but particularly his officers, to return 
to ENGLAND; where, he had no doubt, but that the Ho- 
nourable Company would recompenfe, in fome meafure, 
every individual for the hffrdthips they had fuftained; de- 
claring that he felt him(felf in the higheft degree obliged to 
them for the good order, the unanimity, and the excellent 
conduct they had fo cheerfully perfevered in, during the 
trying fcenes they had experienced together, and which had 
aftorded them an opportunity of teftifying their zeal for the 
general fervice; which it fhould be his bufinefs to reprefent 
in fuch terms as their whole behaviour truly merited. 

Mr. Suarp, who, from the time of leaving the PELEW 
iflands, had taken LEE Roo under his immediate care, now 
refigned his charge to Captain WILson, and came home in 
the LasczLis, Captain WakrFIELD; the other officers 
and people engaged in different fhips, as vacancies offered, 
but the greater part of the men embarked in the York, Cap- 
tain BLANCHARD; nor did any Of them feparste without 
fome emotions of concern in quitting thofe companions with 
whom they had fhared fo many difficulties. 

Lez Boo embarked with Captain Witson in the Moasr, 
Captain Joszru ELLIOTT, who, in the moft friendly man- 
ner, accommodated them te ENGLAND. And, as we have 
how difpofed of, and difperfed all thofe who formerly com- 
pofed the complement of the ANTELOPE, I fhall, for the 
prefent, leave their refpected Commander purfuitigy with 
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our young Prince, his voyage to ENGLAND.—Being inclined x ate 
to hope that the character and conduct of thefe hitherto un- 
known people, whom I have introduced in the foregoing 
narrative, have interefted the réader, I {hall now give him 
fome account of the Government, Cuftoms, Manners, and 
Arts, of the Natives of PeLew, as far as I have been able to 
coliect them, from the différent reports of the Captain, and 
fuch of his officers who have favoured me with their com- 
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CHAPTER XXII. 


General Idea of the Ifands.—Of the Kine.—Of the GENERAL. 
—Of the Cuier Minifier.—Of the Rupacks.—Of the Na- 
ture of Property at PELEW. 


HE Patos or PeLew iflands are a chain of {mall 

iflands, fituated between the 5th and goth degree of 
north latitude, and between 130 and 136 degrees of eaft 
longitude from GREENWICH, and lie ina N. E, and S. W. 
direction: they are long but narrow, of a moderate height, 
well covered with wood, at leaft fuch of the iflands as our 
people had an opportunity of feeing. They are circled on 
the weft fide by a reef of coral, of which no end could be 
feen from any eminences they were on; this reef in fome 
places extends five or fix leagues from the fhore, and in no 
parts that were vifited lefs than two or three. 

The reader will bear in mind that the ANTELOPE was 
not a fhip particularly fent out to explore undifcovered re- 
gions, or prepared to inveftigate the manners of mankind; 
it had not on board philofophers, botanifts, draughtfmen, 
or gentlemen experienced in fuch {fcientific purfuits as 

might 
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might enable them to examine with judgment objects which 
prefented themfelves, or trace nature through all her laby- 
rinths.—Diftrefs threw them on thefe iflands, and when 
there; every thought was folely occupied on the méans of 
getting away, and liberating them{clves from a fituation of 
all others the moft horrible to the imagination, that of 
being cut off for ever from the fociety of the reft of the 
world, 

Forlorn and melancholy as their lot at firft appeared, the 
gloom it caft over them was foon difpelled, by finding them- 
felves amongft an humane race of men, who were fupcrior 
to the wifh of taking any advantage of their diftrefs; who 
had hearts to feel for what our people fuffered ; benevolence 
to relieve their immediate wants; and generofity to co-ope- 
rate with them in every effort to work out their deliverance. 
—The Englijh poftefted what was in the cttimation of the 
natives of the higheft value—iron aud arms. The Ma/ay 
wreck had, for the firft time, thrown in their way a few 
picces of the former; the ufe and power of the latter had 
only been difcovered to them by the ill fortune of our coun- 
trymien.—Thefe objects, fo defirable to them, they might 
unqucftionably have poffeffed themfelves of, the number of 
our people, capable of bearing arms, being only twenty- 
feyen, the Captain and Surgeon included; but their notions 
ef moral reétitude Jay as a barrier againft the intrufion of 
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fuch a thought ;—renouncing every advantage of power, 
they approached them only with the {miles of benevolence. 

All the varied courtefies offered to the Eng/i by the 
natives, from whom a very different line of conduct had 
been apprehended, operated forcibly on their minds; and 
their misfortune happening at a montent when their affift- 
ance was very material for ABBA*THULLE’s fervice againft 
his enemies, this circumftance foon formed a connection, 
and produced an unreferved intercourfe and fteady friend- 
fhip between the natives and our countrymen, which, dur 
ing the thirteen weeks they remained there, afforded them 
opportunity of obferving the manners and difpofitions of the 
inhabitants, and thereby to form fome notion of their go- 
vernment and cuftoms.—If they were not enabled to trace 
the current of power through all its various channels, their 
obfervations could purfue it to the fountain-head, from 
whence the whole feemed to take its rife; and it appeared 
beyond a doubt that the chief authority was lodged in the 
perfon of 


ABBA THULLE, THE KING. 


At Pew the King was the firft perfon in the govern- 
ment. He appeared to be confidered as the father of his 
people ; and, though divefted of all external decorations of 
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royalty, had every mark of diftinétion paid to his perfon. 
—His Rupacks or Chiefs approached him with the great- 
eft refpect ; and his common fubjects, whenever they paf- 
fed near him, or had occafion to addrefs him, put their 
hands behind them, and crouched towards the ground; 
—even if they were pafling any houfe or place where the 
King was fuppofed to be, they humiliated themfelvcs in 
the fame manner, till they had got beyond his probable 
prefence, when they refumed their ufual mode of walk~ 
ing. On all occafions the behaviour of AuBa TiIULLE ap- 
peared gentle and gracious, yct always full of dignity ; he 
heard whatever his fubjeéts had to fay to him, and, by his 
affability and condefcenfion, ucver fuftered them to go away 
diffatisfied.—This perfonage, however great he was held at 
PELEW, was not underftood by our people to poffefs a fove- 
reignty over all the iflands which came within their know- 
ledge.—The Rupacks of EMUNGS, EMILLEGUE, and ARTIN- 
GALL, and the Rupack MAATH, were independent in their 
own territories. —Yet ABBA THULLE had feveral iflands 
over which he ruled; and all the obfervations that follow 
are folely confined to his government, though it is not im- 
probable that the other iflands might have much fimilitude 
in their fyftem. 

Upon all occurrences of moment, he convened the Ru- 
packs and officers of ftate; their councils were always held 
in the open air, upon the fquare pavements which have 
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fo frequently been mentioned in the foregoing narrative, 
where the King firft ftated the bufinefs upon which he had 
affembled them, and fubmitted it to their confideration ; 
each Rupack prefent delivered his opinion, but without 
rifing from his feat: when the matter before them was fet- 
tied, the King, ftanding up, put an end to the council.— 
After which they often entered into familiar converfation, 
and fometimes chatted together for an hour after their bufi- 
nefs was difpatched. 

When any meffage was brought to the King, whether in 
council or elfewhere, if it came by one of the common 
people, it was delivered at fome diftance, in a low voice, to 
one of the inferior Rupacks; who, bending in an humble 
manner, at the King’s fide, delivered the meflage in a low 
tone of voice, with his face turned afide.—Ilis commands 
appeared to be abfolute; though he aéted in no important 
bufinefs without the advice of his Chiefs. iy council there 
was a particular ftone on which the King fat; the other 
Rupacas did not always take the fame place, feating them- 
felves fometimes on his right-hand and fomctimes on his 
left. 

Every day in the afternoon the King, whether he was at 
PELEW, or with the Exgii/h at OROOLONG, went to fit in 
public, for the purpofe of hearing any requefts, or of ad- 
jufting any difference or difpute which might have arifen 


among his fubjects. 
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As thefe people had but little property to create diffen- 
fion, and no lawyers to foment animofity, it is probable that 
the immutable boundaries of right and wrong were per- 
fectly underftood, and not often violated; whenever they 
were, the offending party received the King’s cenfure, which 
expofed them to general fhame; a {entence, to uncorrupted 
minds, far more fevere than any penal inftitution.—They 
could not recur to the dubious ‘conftruction of five hun- 
dred laws, vagucly concerved, and worle waderflood; under 
the o4/curity of which, in civilized countries, the artful vil- 
lain too often takes fhelter, and the injured fit down more op-: 
preffed.—Happy for them, they were ignorant of that cafuif- 
try and refinement which can argue vice into virtuc! nor 
were acquainted with the Lazdanum of rhetoric, whofe pro+ 
perty will occafionally benumb and lay dormant the power 
of common underftandings !—They had no conception that 
there exifted polifhed nations, where it was infinitely more 
expenfive to fue for juftice than to fubmit to fraud and op- 
preffion !—nations where men’s oazhs only, not men’s swords, 
were credited ! and where there were found wretches who 
dared attack the properties and lives of their fellow-citizens, 
by affertions of fa/bood, whilft they folemnly and impioufly 
invoked the Gop or HEAVEN to atteft their ¢ru¢+ /—Born the 
children of Nature, and fecluded from the corruption of the 

‘world, her laws were their general guide.—Their rea/ wants 


‘were few, and they faw nothing to excite artificial oncs.— 
Every. 
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Every one feemed to be occupied with their own humble 
purfuits; and, as far as our people, in a ftay of three 
months with the natives, could decide, appeared to conduct 
themfelycs toward each other with great civility and bene- 
volence ; for they never obferved any wrangling or open 
paffion.—Even when children were difputing, or fighting, 
they ftrongly marked their difpleafure, by ftifling with re- 
buke their little impetuofities. 


THE GENERAL. 


The next in power was the King’s brothcr, Raa Koor, 
officially General of all his forces.—It was his duty to fum- 
mon the Rupacks to attend the King, um whatever expedition, 
or purpofe they were called; but though Raa Kook acted as 
Commander in Chief, yet all the executive orders came from 
the King, whenever he attended in perfon, as fully appeared 
when they went on the fecond expedition to ARTINGALL, 
where the canoes attendant on the King conveyed to the Ge- 
neral all the refolutions which he thought advifeable ta 
adopt.—The General, as the King’s next brother, was his pre- 
fumptive heir; the fucceffion of PELEW not going to the 
King’s children, till it had paffed through the King’s bro- 
thers ; fo that after the demife of ABBA THULLE, the fove- 
reignty would have defcended to Raa Kook, on his demi 
to Amra KookeEr, and, on the death of this laft brother. 
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it would have reverted to the eldeft fon of Appa THULLE; 
on which contingency, Qui BILL being the prefumptive heir, 
would during the reign of his laft furviving uncle, have bes 
come of courfe the hereditary General; as LEE Boo would 
when the fovereignty had fallen to his elder brother. 


THE MINISTER. 


The King was always attended by a particular Chicf, or 
Rupack, who did not appear to poffefs any hereditary office, 
but only a delegated authority.—He was always near the 
King’s perfon, and the Chief who was firft confulted: but 
whether his office was religious, or civil, or both, our people 
could not learn with any certainty—He was not confidered 
as a warrior, nor ever bore arms; and had only one wife, 
whereas the other Rupacés had two.—The neli/b were never 
invited to his houfe, or introduced into it, although they 
were conducted to almoft all thofe of the other Chiefs. 


THE RUPACKS. 


This clafs, though confiderable in number, could only be 
regarded as Chiefs, or, to defcribe them by European no- 
tions, might be denominated the nobles: they were not 

of the fame degree, as was diftinguifhable by a dif 
a in the Bone they worg; fome were created whilft 

our 
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our people were there, after the fecond engagement at 
ARTINGALL.—Thefe marks of honour were conferred 
folely by the King, in the manner already defcribed, when 
Captain WILSON was invefted with the bighe? Order of 
the Bone *.—The principal Rupacks generally attended the 
King, and were always ready at his command, to accom- 
pany him on any expedition, with a number of canoes, 
properly manned, and armed with darts and fpears, who 
were to remain with him till they had his permiffion to 
return home with their dependants.—Though in this part 
of their government we trace an outline of the feudal fyf- 
tem, yet, from the very few opportunities our people could 
have of inveftigating points of internal government, it 
appeared to them that the titles of Rupacks were perfo- 
nal badges of rank and diftinétion, nor did they appre- 
hend they were hereditary honours, unlefs in the reign- 
ing family, who muft of neceffity be of this clafs; there- 
fore, as to the extent of the power or privileges of the 
Rupacks, 1 conceive it far better to leave thefe matters to 
future difcoverics (fhould any heredfter be made) than to 
obtrude opinions on a fubject that might turn out to be 
fallacious.—Thus much feemed certain, that all thofe of 
the firit order were fummoned to ABBA THULLE’s councils, 


* The form of the Bene of the highs Order ia figured in plate IV. fig. 3. ty 

people never knew what animal this was a bone of; but, by fubmitting the infpection 

it to the bef authority in this country, it@s fuppofed to be part of the bone of a whale, 

ar fome animal of that {pecies, 5 
paid 
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paid him on every occafion a vifible obedience, and were 
themfelves much refpeéted by the reft of the people. 


PRO. PE RT X 


Confiaering that during the time our people remained ont 
thefe iflands, their minds were principally engaged by their 
own concerns, it will hardly be fuppofed they had much lci- 
fure to inveftigate a fubject of this nature.—As far as they 
could obtain intelligence on this point, they underftood 
that the natives only poffeffed a property in their work 
and labour, but no abfolute one in the foil, of which the 
King appeared to be general proprictor.— A man’s houfe, 
furniture, or canoe, was confidered as his private property ; 
as was alfo the land allotted him, as Jong as he occupied and 
cultivated it; but whenever he removed with his family to 
another place, the ground he held reverted to the King, 
who gave it to whom he pleafed, or to thofe who folicited 
to cultivate it. Every family occupied fome land for their 
maintenance, neceflity impofed this labour on them; andthe 
portion of time which they could {pare from providing for 
their natural wants, paffed in the exercife of fuch litle arts, 
as, while they kept them induftrious and active, adminitlered 


a) their convenience and comfort. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 


of the Produce of PELEW, and of the Way of Life of the 
Natives. 


PRO-DU C E, 


VERY part of the ifland called Coonooraa, of which 
PELEw was the Capital (as far as our people had op- 
portunities of making obfervations) feemed to bear the 
marks of induftry and good cultivation.—AlIl the iflands 
which our people faw were well covered with trees of vari- 
ous kinds and fizes, fome of them being very large, as may 
eafily be conceived by their canoes made out of trunks, 
which, when of the largeft dimenfions, were capable of car- 
rying twenty-eight or thirty men.—They had a great va- 
riety of timber-trees, among which was noticed the Ebony, 
and a tree, that, being pierced or wounded by a gimblet, 
there ran from it a thick white liquid, of the confiftence 
of cream.—They had alfo a fpecies of the Manchineel tree, in 
cutting down of which our people ufed to get bliftered and 
{welled ; the inhabitants pointed out the caufe, faying, that 
it 
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it was owing to their being fprinkled by the fap of this 
tree.—This the natives reckoned among the unlucky trees, 
and advifed our people againft the ufe of it—But the moft 
fingular tree noticed at PELEW, was one, in fize and in its 
manner of branching, not unlike our Cherry-tree, but in its 
leaves refembling the Myrtle, Its peculiarity was, that it 
had no bark, having only an outward coat of about the 
thicknefs of a card, darker than the infide, though equally 
clofe in texture; the colour of the interior part being nearly 
that of mahogany, and fo extremely hard, that few of the 
tools which the Exg/i had could work it, the wood break- 
ing their edges almoft every moment; a circumftance 
which, very early in the conftruétion of their veffel, deter- 
mined our people againft the ufe of it—They had alfo the 
Cabbage-tree ; anda tree whofe fruit nearly refembled an al- 
mond*; the Carambola; and the wild Bread-fruit, called by 
the natives Riamal/.—Yams + and cocoa-nuts being the 
chief article of fuftenance, were attended to with the ut- 
moft care;.the former were of the grey mottled kind; the 
latter were in large plantations, affording both food and 
fhade.—The beetle-nut they had in abundance, and made 
great ufe of it, though only when green; contrary to the 
practice of the people of IND1A, who never ule it but when 
dry.—They poffeffed Plantains and Bananas, SEVILLE 


'Terminalia catappa of Linnaus,’ + Arum efculentum of Linnavs, 
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oranges and lemons; neither of thefe were in any confiderg 
able quantity; thercfore only produced on vifits, or occa~ 
fions of more than common ceremony.—To thefe may be 
added, the jamboo-apple, mentioned in page 257, as brought 
when IEE Boo firft appeared.—This country produced 
fome fugar-cane, and great abundance of the bamibao ; like- 
wife the Turzieric, which the natives ufed as a dye, and 
with which the women {tained their fkins—They have 
ochre, both red and yellow, with which they paint their 
houfes and canoes. 

None of the iflands the Exg/i vifited had any kind of 
grain; nor any quadruped avhatever, except fome brownifh 
grey rats, which ran wild in the woods, and three or four 
meagre cats, which were fecn in fome houfes at PELEW, 
probably brought on fome drift or part of a canoe of other 
iflands, wrecked on the rcef{.—This might excite them to ad- 
mire fo much the two dogs our people left with them, which 
unluckily were both males. 

As to birds, they had plenty of common cocks and hens, 
which, though they were not domefticated, but ran about 
the woods, yct loved to get near their houfes and planta- 
tions; and, what will appear fingular (confidering their 
little variety of food) they had never made any ufe of 
them, till our people faw them, and told the natives they 
were excclicut to eat—The LxgHf, at the delire of ApBa 
THULge, killed fome, and boiled them; the King was 

‘10 the 
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the firft who tafted them; he thought them good, and 
frequently partook of them afterwards, fo that our people 
put them in pofféffion of a new difh; the men appeared 
pleafed at feeing them killed, and would go out on pur- 
pofe to drive them in their wiy.—Though the natives 
had not till now made thefe birds an article of food, yet, 
when they went into the woods, they frequently cat their 


eggs; but they did not admire them for being newly laid ;- 


the fuxury to them was, when they could fwallow an imper- 
fec& chicken in the bargain.—Pigeons they had alfo in the 
weods.—At the time of breeding, they took the young from 
the neft, and brought them up near their houtes, keeping 
them on a perch tied by one leg, and feeding them on yams 5 
this bird was accounted a great dainty, as we have had ovca- 
fion to fee, by its heing’fo fparingly ufed, and none, but thofe 
of a certain dignity, permitted to eat thereof—The people 
of PELREW were wonderfully active and expert in climbing 
up trees in queft of thefe nefts, or any thing clfe that was an 
object of their purfuit,—Thefe which I have mentioned, were 
the only birds they ufed to eat——Our pcople left them two 
geefe, the laft remains of their live ftock. 

Several birds were feen flying about, whofe plumage ap-+ 
peared to be extremely beautiful, but they probably might 
be of the fame kinds as are found in different countries 
between the tropics.—The lands had alfo feveral {mall 
birds, whofe notes were very melodious, particularly one 


which 
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‘which ufed to fing every morning and evening, and had 
a pipe fweet as a flagelet; out people often thought they 
were under the very tree whence the notes of this little 
bird came, yet none of them were ever certain they had 
fccn it. 

They had a variety of fifh, befide the fort I have already 
defcribed (page f23); and feveral fmaller kinds, of very 


-beautiful colours and variety of fhapes, particularly one 


to which the Eng/i/s gave the name of the Unicorn, from 
a horn growing out of its forehead; its {kin was rough, 
like a fmall fhark or dop-f/2, which it alfo refembled 
in fhape and colour. They had the grey mullet, which 
they crimped, and frequently eat raw. They kill the fhark, 
when they chance to come within the coral reef; this 
they do by fpearing them, and afterwards getting ropes 
round them, then dragging them on fhore; the flefh of 
the fhark was efteemed by them as very delicate. They had 
alfa feveral kinds of fhell-fifh; fuch as the fea cray-fith, of 
the fame fort as in the Mediterranean and on other European 
coafts :—and turtle, which the natives boiled, and feemed to 
admire. They had befide oyfters, mufcles, and a variety 
of cockles, particularly the Kira cockle*; this they fre- 
quently got by diving, at which the natives were amaz- 
ingly expert; they would fometimes dive down in fix or 
feven fathom water, and if the fhell was very large, two 


Chama Gigas of Linnavs. 
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of them would contrive to bring it up between them. This 
fith they commonly eat raw. 

The iflands of PELEw, when viewed from the fea, exhi- 
bited high rugged land, well covered with wood. The inte- 
rior part was in many places mountainous, but the vallies 
were extenfive and beautiful, fj preading before the eye many 
delicious profpects, The foil was in general rich; they had 
a great deal of grafs, which, having no cattle whatever to 
eat down, grew high, and was fcorched and burnt up by 
the heat of the fun. Our people faw no river at PELEW; 
their fupplies of frefh water being from {mall ftreams and 
ponds, of which there were many. The chief fource at 
OROOLONG, was the well at the back of the ifland, which 
afforded the Eng#/é fufficient for their ufe whilft they re- 
mained there, and enough to water their veffel for their voy- 
age, by collecting it daily in cafks till they had obtained as 
much as they ftood in need of. 


OF THEIR WAY OF LIVING. 


From the above account of the fcanty produce of thefe 
iflands, it muft be evident that no luxury reigned in them. 
To their ufual mode of living, on particular occafions they 
added fome fweetmeats, which they obtained by the aid 
of a fyrup extracted either from the palm-tree, or the fu- 
gar-cane (which grows fpontaneous) and with, which alfo 

they 
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they made their fweet-drink.- Their fweetmeats were of 
three forts ;—the firft, and the one that was moft plentiful, 
was made of the kernels of old cocoa-nuts, {craped into a 
coarfe kind of flour, then mixed with the fyrup, and 
fimmered over a flow fire till it became of a proper con- 
filtence, and whilft warm was put up in leaves ; ‘it acquired 
fuch harduefs by keeping, that a knife would hardly cut 
it; the natives called it Woo/cd//, and it was the fame our 
failors denominated Choak-Dog-—The fecond fort was made 
of the fruit already mentioned as refembling the almond, 
not bruifed, but whole, boiled in the fame manner, and 
put in leaves.—The third was a wet {weetmeat, clear and 
tranfparent; this was uncommon, but was made at Cap- 
tain WILSON’s coming away, and prefented to him in the 
fame large turcen of wood which was brought out on his 
firit vifit to the King. ABBA THULLE, when he prefented it, 
faid, that he gave him the turcen *, but that his wives had 
prepared the fweetmeat on purpofe for him. On the Cap- 
tain’s noticing that it appeared different from any of the 
forts he had feen betorc, and wifhing to know of what 
it was made, Raa Kook difpatched a man, who in an 
hour returned with two freilh-gathered plants; from the 
root of them this fweetmeat was made, which in fhapc, 


fize, and colour, refembled a common turnip; its leaves 


* Our people could never learn the name by which the natives called this vellel, of 
which one enly was feen, and therefore have termed it a turecn, as referblugy it in 
form. 
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were three feet or upwards in length, but narrow and 
preen *; Captain WILson was going to tafte a bit of 
the root raw, but they would not fuffer him, fignifying that 

was not good, by fpitting, as if they had fomething un- 
pleafant ia their mouth. This fweetmeat did not keep fo 
well as the other two forts, growing foon four.—They had alfo 
1 method of fcraping the kernel ofthe cocoa-nut into-a pulp, 
which when mixed with fome of their {weet drink, and the 
uice of the ‘four orange, had the appearance of curds and 
whey. ; 2 

Their mode of preferving fifh, when there was plenty, fo 
hat it would keep a day or two, has been fully explained in 
age 190. Some of the other forts of fith they boiled in falt- 
vater, and eat without any kind of fauce ; they alfo boiled 
he fea cray-fifh ; but the fmaller fort of fhell-fifh, and the 
Kima Cockle, they ufually eat raw, fqueezing only a little 
range or lemon-juice over it; and the grey mullet (though 
hey fometimes boiled it) yet was more commonly eaten 
aw: as foon as caught, they cleaned and crimped it, then 
aid it about an hour in the fun to harden, by which time it 
vas fully dreft to their tafte. 

They had no falt, nor did they make ufe of fauce or fea- 
oning in any thing they eat. Their drink was as fimple as 
heir diet : at their meals, the milk of the cocoa-nut was their 


It was probably thé Tacca pinnatifida of Linn2vi. 
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ufual beverage; they very feldom drank water, and indeed 
fo very little of any thing, that it was'a matter of furprize to 
our people, who conftantly obferved it; yet on vifits, or 0c~ 
cafional rejoicings, they appeared to relifh their {weet drink, 
and fherbet, which latter had only the addition of {ome juice 
of orange. 

They-rofe in general at day-light, and as foon as they were 
up, both men.and women went to bathe in freth water : they 
had feparate bathing-places; and every man, whofe bufinefs 
led hirn.pear thofe appropriated to the women, was obliged 
to make fome particular halloo, which, if anfwered by a fe- 
male voice, he could not go on, but either turned another 
way, or waited til] the women who were bathing had left the. 
water. 

About eight o’clock was their hour of breakfafting; after 
which, if there was any council to be held, the King met his 
Chiefs, and the common people went to their different accu- 
pations; at noon they dined; and fupped foon after fun- 
fet, ufually retiring to reft two hours after. Though this 
was their common way of living, yet on occafions of public 
rejoicing, or feftivity, they would dance the greateft part of 
the night. : 

. They had no method, that was obferved, of meafuring 
time but by theheight of the fun.—Their feafons were divided 
into the wet and dry, as in other tropical countries. They 

had 
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had fome knowledge of the ftars, having names for feveral 
of them, which they pointed out to our people. 

Every part of the PeLew iflands, that the Engijb vilited, 
appeared populous, though to what extent of population 
they could never afcertain ; but probable conjecture might be 
formed, from ABBA THULLE and his allies having fent out, 
in the laft expedition againft PaLELEw, near four thoufand 
men; nor had our people reafon to fuppofe but that there 
were many more left behind equally fit for fervice : even had 
the occafion required it; perhaps their number of canoes 
might not have heen adequate to carry to battle near their 
full ftrength. 
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CHAPTER XXV. 


Of their Houfes.—Their domefiic Implements.—Their Weapons 
of War —Their Canoes. 


THEIR HOUSES. 


HEIR houfes were raifed about three feet from the 

ground, placed on large ftones, which appeared as if 
cut from the quarry, being thick and oblong; on thefe pe- 
deftals the foundation beams were laid, from whence f{prang 
the upright fupports of their fides, which were croffed by 
other timbers grooved together, and faftened by wooden 
pins; the intermediate fpaces clofely filled up with bam- 
boos and palm-leaves, which they platted fo clofely and artifi- 
cially as to keep their habitations warm and exclude all wet ; 
and their being raifed from the ground preferved them 
from any humidity. The floors were in general made of very 


thick plank, a fpace of an inch or two being left between 


many of them, But in fome of the houfes they were com- 
pofed of large bamboos fplit, which being perpetually trod- 
den over, rendered them very flippery.—The interior part of 

the 
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he hort was ‘without any divifion, the whole forming one 
reat room: ,—In general, the fireplace ftood about the middle 
i it, fank lower than ‘the floor; with ‘no timber below it, the 
whole {pace beneath being filled up with hard rubbifh ; but 
n the larger buildings, where they held their public meet- 
ngs, they had a fire-place at each end.—Their fires were in 
xommon but fmall, being moftly ufed to boil their yams, 
ind to keep up a little flame at night to clear away the dews, 
id fmoke the mofquitoes.—Their windows came to the 
evel of the floor, and ferved both for doors and windows, 
aaving ftepping-{tones at all of them to enter by. To pre- 
vent any inconvenience from wind or rain, which fo many 
apertures might occafion, each of them had a bamboo frame 
or fhutter, interwoven as the fides of the houfes were, which 
fliding on bamboo rods, were eafily flipt on one fide when 
any body wanted to go in or out.—On the top of the up- 
right fides beams were laid acrofs, from whence fprang the 
roof, which was pointed like our barns, the whole infide 
being clear; this made their houfes within very lofty and 
airy; the outfide of the roof was thatched very thick ard 
clofe with bamboos or palm-leaves—This was the general 
form of their houfes; fome of which were from fixty to 
eighty feet in length, but thefe were appropriated to public 
uféé, fuch as meetings of bufinefs, or feftivity; at other 
times they {etved the natives to affemble in and chat to- 
gether, where the women ufually brought their work, and 
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“Tit ett knives ‘were “Yormed’ of 2 piece of the large 
mother of ‘pearl oyfter-fhell, ground narrow, and the out- 
ward fide alittle polifhed.—The fort more common was made 
of a piece of fome mufcle-fhell, or of a {plit’ bamboo, which 
they fharpen to an edge, and render exceedingly fervice- 
able. 

‘Their combs’ were formed of the orange-tree : the handle 
and teeth fafhioned from the folid wood, and not in feparate 
pieces’ clofely connected together, like thofe brought from 
moft of the late-difcovered iflands. 

No man ftirred abroad without his bafket of beetle-mut.— 
The common order of people had a fhort piece of bamboo, in 
which they carried the powdered chinam, to {trew over the 
beetle-nut before they-put it in their mouths. The Rupacks 
or great people had their chinam in a long flender bamboo, 
nicely polifhed, and inlaid with pieces of fhells at each end; 
and thefe were often not inelegantly fancied. 

Their fifhing-hooks were of tortoife-fhell. Their twines, 
their cords, and‘all their fifhing-nets, were well manufactur- 
ed, and made from the hufks of the cocoa-nut. The mats 
on which they flept, and threw over them when at reft, 
were formed-of the plantain-leaf. : 

At their meals they generally ufed a plantain-leafinftead 
of a plate; the fhell of the cocoa-nut ferving as'a cup to 
“drink out ae ee polithed very nicely. 
Feat 19 They 
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They made alfo veffels of a kind of earthen-ware, of a red- 
difh brown colour, and moftly of an oval fhape. In thefe 
they heated their water, and boiled their fifth, yams, &c.— 
Our people obferved the natives were particularly careful of 
this pottery, never permitting any of it to approach the fire 
unlefs gradually, and always moving it with great caution ; 
from which circumftances it is probable they have not yet 
difcovered a method of burning it fufficiently. 

A bundle of cocoa-nut huiks, tied together, formed a 
broom, to duft or fweep their habitations.—The only con- 
veniency they had for keeping water in their houfes, or 
bringing it from their fprings, was thick bamboos, that 
had a bore of five or fix inches diameter; thefe they placed 
upright, and ftooped them when they wanted to pour any 
out, being at the upper end lipped fo as to form a kind of 
fpout. * 

Their hatchets were not unlike thofe of the South Sea 
iflands, of which fo many have been feen in England; the 
blade part being made of the ftrongeft part of the large 
Kima Cockie, ground to a fharp edge.—But they were happy 
to adopt iron, when it had been given to them. 

They had alfo another kind of hatchet, which was formed 
in a manner to move round in a groove, that the edge might 
act Jongitudinally, or tranfverfely, by which it would ferve as 
a hatchet, or an adze, as occafion required,—Uncouth as their 

hatchets 
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hatchets might appear to our people, it was a matter of 
furprize, to obferve in how little a time the natives were 
able to fell a tree with them, though not without breakin 
feveral. 2 

The things which I have above mentioned were fuch as 
their natural wants required; when thefe had been pro- 
vided for, ingenuity fuperadded a few articles, which might 
in thefe iflands be deemed luxuries. The fhell of the tor- 
toife was there remarkably beautiful, and the natives of Pi - 
LEw had difcovered the art of moulding it into little trays 
or dimes, and into fpoons, with which, on particular occa- 

*fions, they cat their fifh and yams.—Some of the great ladies 
had alfo bracelets of the fame manufacture, and car-rings 
inlaid with fhells. 

How they conceived this art of working the tortoife-fhell, 
or the idea of improving on a natural advantage, or what 
procefs they made ufe of to effect it, our people had no op- 
portunity of difcovering. 

On days of public feftivity, there was ufuadly brough: out 
the veffel mentioned in page 101, and tifere figured as re- 
prefenting a bird, the top of which lifted off, forming its 
back, It contained about thirty-fix Exg/j quarts; and was 
filled with fweet drink for the King and his Rupacks. This 
was ABBA THULI.E’s property; and when one confiders it 
as the work of fo much time and patience (and the more 
eftimable, as being the om/y veflel of the kind in their coun- 
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they dinedted this weapon, ort the diftance at which it would 
prove mortal. . Theit Spears were only calculated for a cer- 
tain diftance, not being in general miffible beyond fifty or 


.  fixty feet.—They had other {pears about eighteen feet long, 7} 
which were only ufed when they came to clofe quarters with 2 
the enemy. ‘ . 4 
__ When they went to battle, fome of the Rupacks carried in % 


their canoes a kind of fword, made of very hard wood, and 
inlaid with parts of fhells ; this they only made ufe ef in per- 
fonal engagement; they were of fufficient weight to cleave 
a man’s fkull. 4 

Our people faw a very few daggers, made of the fting of 
the Ray-fi2, which is jagged all upwards from the point; 
they fheathed them in a bamboo, and their handles were of a 
wood, formed into fome grotefque fhape; the whole length se ey | 
of, the weapon not exceeding thirteen inches. 
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THEIR CANOES. 


| ye 2 a 
‘As their battles were generally fought in canoes, thefe 
may with propriety follow the account of their warlike im- 






, like moft other canoes, maf¢ from the trunk 
bbed out; but our people, who had often feen 
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AN ACCOUNT OF 


Vellels of this fort in many other. countries, thought thofe of 
Pevew furpaffed in neatnefs and beauty-atty they had ever 
met with clfewhere; the tree out of which they were formed 
grew to a very confiderable height, and refembled much the 
Ene/i/p Ath.—They were painted red, both within and with- 
out”, and inlaid with fhells in different forms—When they 
werlt out in ftate, the heads and {terns were adorned with a 
varicty of fhells ftrung on acord, and hung in feftoons.—The 
fmalleft veffel that they built could hold four or five people, 
the largeft were able to contain from twenty-five to thirty.— 
They carried an outrigger, but only on one fide; and ufed 
latine fails made of matting.—As they were not calculated to 
refift a very rough fea, they rarely went without the coral 
reef, and feldom, within it, had any violent fea to encounter; 
whenever it blew hard the natives always Kept clofe under 
fhhore.—In vifits of ceremony, when the King, or the great 
Rupacks approached the place where they intended to land, 
the rowers flourifhed their paddles with wonderful ad- 
drefS, and the canoes advanced with a ftately movement ; 
at other times they got on with an amazing velocity.— 
When they went “gaint ARTINGALL, the little canoes, 


* As their mode of applying their paint was uncommon, it may merit being parti- 
cularly defended :—The colours are crumbled with the hand into water, whilft it is 
warming over a gentle fire in earthen pots; they carefully fkim from the furface what- 
ever dry leaves or-dirt*may float on the top; when they find it fufficicatly thick, they 
apply it warm, and Jet it dry upon the wood: the next day they rub it well over witk 
cocoa-nut oil ; and, with the dry hufk of the cocoa-nut, give it, by repeated rubbing, 
a polifh and ftability that the waves cannot wath off. “3 

5 which 


